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of the Hamoon regarding which I do not feel satisfied, is to the south, 
where we have fewer opportunities of checking our information. 

It is a source of much regret that we did not visit Zirreh; ee 
of the geography of the country, we were not aware of our having 
travelled away from it, till it was too late to repair the error; and as that 
part of Seistan is now uninhabited and rarely visited, it was difficult to get 
any satisfactory account of its present condition. 

Of all the places inserted in the map which did not come under our 
personal observation, the relative positions alone can be depended on. 
The distances from one spot to another are in many instances doubtful, if 
not conjectural. 


Proceedings of the Asiatic Society. 
(Wednesday Evening, 7th October, 1840.) 
The Honorable Sir E. Ryan, President, in the Chair. 


The following gentlemen proposed at the last Meeting, were elected Members of 
ue Society :— 


M. P. Epcrwortn, Esq. . Capt. W. Lovepay, ditto. 
Capt. T. Hurron, 37th Regt. N. I. Dr. J. D. D. HÆBERLIN. 


Library and Museum. 
The following Books, &c. were presented :— 


Lardner’s Cabinet Cyclopedia; History of Denmark, Sweden, and Norway, 
vol. 3. 
Edinburgh New Philosophical Journal, by Professor Jameson, 1840, No. 56, 
London and Edinburgh Philosophical Magazine and Journal of Science, No. 
= 104, May 1840, London, 3d Series. 

Yarrell’s History of British Birds, London, May 1840, 18. 
Oriental Christian Spectator, August 1840, 2nd Series, vol. Ist, No. 8th. 
Journal des Savans, Janvier, Fevrier, Mars. 1840, Paris. 
Bulletin dela Societe’ de Geographic, Paris, 1839, 2nd Series, Tome 12, 8vo. 
Christian Observer, new Series, vol. lst, No. 10. 
Journal Asiatic Society of Bengal, New Series, vol. 9th, No. 17. - 
Sketch of the Country between Kurrachee and the Aghar River, MSS. 
Sketch shewing the situation of the Coals found in the Tenasserim Provinces. 
Sree Vhagavat (Purana) in Deva Nagari, 4to. 
Corrected Copy in Deva Nagari Character from the original in the Journal. 
Four Pooties in Sanscrit. 

A tin box of forged Seals presented by A, Grant, Esq. Collector of Delhi, forwarded 

by H. M. Extiot, Esq. 
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Catalogue of the Birds of the Peninsula of India, by T. C. JERDON, Madras, 1839. 

Rapport fait a L’Academic Royale des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres (Institut de 
France) au subject du pied Romain, Juin 1835. 

A Code of Laws extracted for the Armenians of the province of Ararat in Armenia, 
in Armenian, presented by J. AvpALL, Esq. 

Annals of Natural History, or Magazine of Zoology, Botany, and Geology, No. 31, 
June 1840. 

Vishnu Purana, translated by H. H. Wixson, London, 1840, 4to. 

Les Sultans Mamlouks de Makrize traduction de M. Quatremere. Paris 1840, Tome 
Ist. Liv. 2nd, 4to. 


Museum. 


Skeleton of an Ostrich, presented by the Honorable Sir Jasper NIcOLLs, pre- 
pared in the Museum. 

Ditto of a Vulture, purchased, and prepared in ditto. 

Specimens of Sponge, presented by Col. D. Macveop. 

Several impressions of Seals. 


The following Works were presented. 


Memoir on the length of an ancient Standard measure of the Roman foot, discovered 
at Candabie, in Normandy. 

Notices, of the Galla Tribe at Limmon, on the frontier of Abyssinia, 
also presented to the Society by M. Jomarp, President of the Royal Geographical 
Society at Paris, and Member of the French Institute, were forwarded by Major T. B. 
Jervis, of the Bombay Engineers. That officer in forwarding them, writes—‘‘ Which 
gives me an occasion of offering a few words on the importance to British interest of 
securing the good will of a people situated so favourably for throwing in supplies in 
any case of emergency into Aden, and the facilities the country affords of providing 
suitable cattle (a large and powerful description of mules) at a very reasonable rate, 
for the Horse Artillery of India. 

‘* I cannot but express my surprise, that so little concern has been given to the- 
country which several foreign powers are striving by any means, and no doubt with 
other than mere commercial views, to preoccupy.—The French Government, as may 
be judged from this little notice, have long had their eye on it; and since that period 
Messrs. D’ ABBADIE, freres, have been deputed to explore its resources, and are now in 
or about the neighbouring coast. Messrs. ISENBERG and Kraprt, Germans of the 
London Missionary Society, have their residence in Abyssinia, and a Mr. AyrsTon is 
also exploring the country on his own, or what account I know not. It would be well 
to occupy it by some moderate, able person in the capacity of British Agent, were it 
only for the purpose of protecting a lucrative trade that might be carried on by 
British subjects, and which is now altogether in American hands; while it would serve 
as a general sort of watch tower to keep an eye on the iniquitous traffic in slaves from 
Zanguebar, Mozambique, and Madagascar, with the shores of Arabia and Egypt. 
Moohummud Alee, who draws thence the larger portion of the slaves sold in the mar- 
kets of Cairo and Alexandria, was not insensible to the political importance of the 
Galla country, and the shores to the east of it.” 
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A memorandum of assets was submitted by the Officiating Secretary, as pre- 

pared by Mr. W. H. Borst, Assistant and Accountant, shewing at credit of 

the Society in the Bank of Bengal, 50 oe T -o Rs. 3916 
Outstanding bills to the 2nd quarter of 1840 for contributions from 

members, ee ee ve es ee ‘se .» Rs. 5,096 
Doubtful—Parties being absent in England, &c. .. .. 1,168 ——— 
Irrecoverable—Parties being dead, os ee .. 3804 1,472 

Rs. 3,624 


Add contributions for the 3rd. quarter of 1840, just due and realizable, 
about,.. Rs, 2,400 


ee 


In course of realization, Rs. 6,024 


Read the following letter and list of land and fresh water shells for the East India 
Company’s Museum, by Dr. J. T. PEARSON. 

To the Officiating Secretary to the Asiatic Society. 

“ Srr,—Having seen in the Journal of the Asiatic Society, an extract of a letter 
from Dr. HorsFIELD, in which he states that the Museum of the E. I. Company con- 
tains but few specimens of the Zoology of the continent of India; I have the honour 
to request you will obtain for me the favour of the Society transmitting to that gentle- 
man, the accompanying fifty species of the land and fresh water shells of this country ; 
to be presented on my part to the above mentioned Museum. 

“I am induced to prefer this request, from the bad fortune which has hitherto attended 
my private efforts to send specimens to England; having had no news of not less than 
three consignments to the late Secretary to the Zoological Society, Mr. Bennett (in 
his private capacity, however,) to Mr. Swainson, and to Dr. Traill, from which cir- 
cumstance I am induced to think they were not delivered. 

« Accompanying the specimens is a list, with such remarks of their locality, &c., as 
I thought might be useful. 

« As the specimens are for the most part fragile, you will oblige me by taking great 
care in handling them, should they be inspected by the Society. I must also add, in 
excuse for the few specimens of each species, that I lost a considerable portion of my 
collection; but hope to be able hereafter to forward a greater number. 

“If the Society will allow me, I propose to forward through them, a series of speci- 
mens of the other branches of the Zoology of these mountains to the E. I. Company’s 
Museum, as I have opportunity for collecting them. I have, &c. &c. 

J. T. PEARSON. 


List of land and fresh water shells Sor the E. I. Company’s Museum, from As- 
sistant Surgeon J. T. PeEarson.—Darjeeling, 10th April, 1840. 


1.—Unio bilinearis—Brnson.—Found in a tank on the Esplanade of Fort William. 
2.—Unio favidens—BENson.—Found in running streams, and -common in mon 
rivulets in India. 
_ 3.—Unio maigmalis, =————— Common in tanks of saa water, and less so in 
rivulets. 


4.—Cyclostoma en —Soverty.—Common in the Rajhmahl hills, and at 


Midnapore. 
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5.—Cyclostoma involvalus.—Soverty.—Found at Cherra Poonjee, and in the Dar- 
` jeeling district of the Himalya mountains. At Darjeeling it is of the smaller size, 
but lower down, at an elevation of not more than 2,500 to 4,000 feet, they are much 
larger—as large again as those sent; but I have not a good specimen of this large 
variety. Mr. Benson is of opinion this species is the same as No. 4. 

6.—Cyclostoma ——-—— Found also at Darjeeling, but not very common. 

7.—Pterocyclos hispidum peaugo.—From the Garrow Hills. I described this and 
the following shell in the Journal of the Asiatic Society for November 1833, under the 
name of Spiraculum hispidum; a generic name, which out of deference to Mr. 
Benson’s authority as a conchologist (independent of his prior claim) I think it 
right to withdraw. 

8.—Pterocyclos parvus.—Prarson.—Locality as the last species. 

9.—Pterocyclos rupestris.—BENson.—Found in the Rajhmahl hills. The first spe- 
cies of the genus discovered by Mr. Benson. 

10.— Helix ——-——. Found at Darjeeling. The only live specimen I have yet met 
with. 

11.—Melania varialilis.—BENnson.—Found in Tolly’s Nullah, near Calcutta. It 
was also in the Sylhet and Cherra Poonjee collection, which I purchased jointly with 
the Asiatic Society. 

12.—Melania stephanus.—Brnson.—In the above mentioned collection. 

13.—Melania zonata.—Brenson.—In the above collection. 


14,—Melania coricca >—Gray.—ditto, ditto. 
15.—Melania ——-—— Found in tanks and rivulets of Bengal. 
16.—Melania ditto, ditto, ditto. 
17.—Melania ditto, ditto, ditto. 
18.—Melania ditto, ditto, ditto. 
19.—Paludina bengalensis. - ditto, ditto. 


20.—Paludina crassa.—Inhabits the rivers &c. of India. 
21.—Paludina pulchella.—From the Sylhet collection. 
22.—Paludina ——— ditto, ditto, ditto. 


23.—Lymnea I discovered this species in a tank on the road from Howrah to 
Bishop’s College, near Calcutta. 

24 —Lymnea Common in stagnant waters all over India. 

25.—Planosbis indicus.—ditto, ditto, ditto. 

26.—Vitrina gigus. From the Sylhet collection. 

27.—Helix Bengal. 

28.—Helix ——— From the Sylhet collection. 

29.—Helix —————-—— ditto, ditto, ditto. 

30.— Helix ditto, ditto, ditto. 

31.—Helix ditto, ditto, ditto. 

32.—Helix ditto, ditto, ditto. 


33.—Neritina depressa.—BENson.—Found on the piles on the banks of the river 
Hoogly at Calcutta. 

34.— Neritina tigrina.—BrENnson.—Locality as the last species. 

35.—Neritina — I am not sure that this species is described. I found it adhering 
to stones, at low water, in Tolly’s Nullah. 

36.—Assaminia fusicata ?—Common on the banks of the Hoogly. 
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37.—Nematura ?—Found in the aqueduct leading from the Hoogly to the Course, 
Calcutta. 

38.—Scarabus triangularis.-BENson.—On the banks of the Hoogly at Calcutta. 

39.—Clausilia loxastonia.—BENSON. 

40.—Pupa————-——Found in advance in the sands on the banks af the Ganges 
near the mouth of the Goorutee, but I did not meet with a single live specimen. They 
appear to have been washed down and cast among the weeds, &c. 

4l1.—Bulminus. ———— Found at Darjeeling. 

42.—Achatinia. ————-——— Common in Bengal. I regret I have not a better spe- 
cimen than the one sent. ğ 

43.—Navicella compressa.—Benson.—Found on the piles on the banks of the 
Hoogly near Calcutta. I have but one specimen left, which will account for the 
injured state of that sent. i i 

44.—Navecella tessellata.—LeEMmA RCK.—Locality as the last. 

45.—Cerithissa sulcatum.—LEmMarcx.—Estuaries of the rivers of Bengal. 

46.—Cerithissa ————— ditto, ditto, ditto. 

47,—Cerithissa —— ditto, ditto; . ditto. 

48, ———-——-— Found in the aqueduct mentioned under 37. 

49.—Modiola ———-—— Found in Tolly’s Nullah, adhering to stones, &c., by a 
string byssus. I think it a new and undescribed species. 

50.——_—_—-——--—— Found in the sands of the Ganges, &c. Besides the above, a 
bottle containing the shells with the animals of Cyclostoma incrolubus, Heritina de- 
pressa, and Tigrina and Pteroclos rupestris. 


Read a letter from J. H. Barren, Esq. of the C. S. enclosing one from Captain 
HuppLEsTONE, giving copies of an apparent inscription engraved on a Chobootra at 
Dewulghur in Ghurrawul, with a drawing of the Chobootra. Dewulghur is situated 
about 10 miles east from Sreenuggur, at some height above the valley of the Ulluk- 
nunder river, and possesses a rather handsome temple and establishment. Next to the 
showy shrines of Buddinath, Kedranath, &c. Dewulghur, is the chief religious esta- 
blishment in Ghurrawul. 

The character of this inscription, which is represented by Captain HuDDLESTONE 
as extending throughout the whole of the Chobootra, and the carving is said to be ex- 
ceedingly elaborate, appears to be a Toghra in the Sanscrit character, but none of the 
Pundits to whom it has been shewn, nor Mr. Csoma DE Korosi have as yetsucceeded in 
decyphering any portion of it. The character would appear to be unique, and should 
the specimen now furnished continue to baffle our attempts at its interpretations the 
Officiating Secretary proposes to publish a facsimile of it, and invite the attention of 
the readers of the Journal to a consideration of this curious variety of character. 

Read a letter from Dr. Cuapman, H. M’s. 16th Lancers, on the subject of the 
reading to be adopted on the legend of the so-called Demetrius Mayes’ Coins. The 
Officiating Secretary expressed his regret at not having been able to publish some 
very interesting speculations by Dr. Cuapman on Bactrian numismatics, in consequence 
of his unfortunately not having it in his power to procure accurate and creditable 
lithographs of the casts of coins which accompanied that gentleman’s paper. The 
same impediment had prevented him from publishing a collection of gems by the 
same contributor; but he trusted to be able very shortly to overcome this difficulty. 
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Read a letter from Captain T. S. Burt, of Engineers, of which the following is an 
extract :— 

« On the third page I have the pleasure to send you some information which the 
Rev. Mr. Pratr has kindly favored me with; by noticing the existence of the pillar 
in your Journal, it may be discovered and an old character on it besides, for I should 
doubt any one having dug down to its base, buried as it is 21 feet below ground, 
notwithstanding what the Oriental Repository says on the subject. I brought to notice a 
pillar at Patna with some antique writing upon it in the March number of the Journal 
Vol. ILI. for 1834, but I cannot think it means this one. Sir Charles Witkins found 
one some where in the neighbourhood of Pagna also, and translated the inscription 
found upon it in, Z think, the Ist Vol. A. R. but as well as I recollect, that was at 
Buddal not Singea. 

“ Extract from Oriental Repository, Vol. 2, 1808. 

“ The plate of an ancient column near Singea in Bahar, was obligingly communi- 
cated by Mr. Tuomas Cotuinson. In the letter dated 15th February 1793, he says— 
This singular column is situated on the site of an obscure village in the neighbour- 
hood of Singea in the province of Bahar, of which no traces whatever with respect to 
‘its establishment are to be derived either from oral tradition cr the existing legends 
of former times; nor is there any inscription discoverable on any part of the column, 
though it has been carefully examined many feet below the surface of the earth. 

** Note.—Some foolish travellers have cut their names upon it, but it is to be hoped 
this impertinence will be soon effaced from the column, and I would not let the copper 
plate be a record of their folly. The whole of the shaft is said to be one entire piece. 
It is of greyish stones or marble (?) The don on the capital is of the same material, 
but what renders the subject still more extraordinary, is, that 4here is not a stone 
to be found within 150 miles of the spot, or such an animal as the one described 
within the circle of our dominions—consequently, but little known to the natives. 
The sculptural decorations bear no similitude to the works either of the Hindoo, or 
Musulman artists. 


& Dimensions. ft. in. 
Shaft, an entire stone, .. se ae ae oie oo 4460 
Ditto sunk, a Ne 5o So me ee ao Pl 0) 
Ditto above ground, .. es ee ee oe zo 23 0 
Diameter at ground, .. ee ee ee ee «es Al 
Ditto under capital, .. ee ee ee ee aw 38 8 
Height of capital without the lion, .. oe ve - 3 0 
Table on which the lion sits, .. ay os ae os O10 
Ditto long, ee ee oe ee ve ee œ. 46 
Ditto broad, oe =e Ar os ae AE ee 3 10 
Height of lion from paw to ear, .. = .. œ. o 4 


“ Lion and Capital one stone, 
(“ 1792. Signed) D. ©” 
It was suggested that early occasion should be taken to invite research upon the 
interesting subject mentioned by Captain Burt. 
Read a letter from Dr. H. Fatconer, with impressions of gems from Affghanistan. 
Read a letter from J. Avnat, Esq. forwarding a Memoir of Mechithar ghosh, the 
Armenian Legislator for the Journal of the Asiatic Society. 


